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From Chief Editor’s Desk 

 

It gives me and my team an immense pleasure to present this book of E-abstracts in the 

International Science Fiction Conference-2020. 

Science Fiction is comparatively a modern genre of literature devoted to scientific writings. 

It is said to have a social goal of predicting the future. To be precise, it helps in connecting the 

present with the future. Reading science fiction enables us to reflect on the ways people interact 

with each other, with technology, with our environment. 

This conference held is unique in the sense that all the sessions were virtually conducted in a 

completely pre-recorded form. All presenters presented their papers in the form of video 

recording. In the conference, under 14 sessions devoted to various themes like Authors narrate 

stories, Story Reading, Ecology and Science Fiction, Science Fiction Movies, Science Fiction 

stories from languages other than English (Kannada and Hindi) etc, very scholarly papers were 

presented, which I am sure, the readers will enjoy. In this book, we have presented the abstracts 

as a glimpse of works presented during the conference. We are all thankful to the organisers of 

the conference to give us the opportunity to edit this E-book. Thanks to all my team of editors 

for their cooperation! 

Dr. Anjali Naik 

Chief Editor 
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IASFS/SF/001 

    

   Gerard Deepak, Pushpa C N,  

Ayush Kumar, Thriveni J, Venugopal K R 

Department of Computer Science and Engineering 

National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirappalli 

 UVCE, Bangalore University 

Vice Chancellor, Bangalore University, Bangalore 

 

Artificial Intelligence 

DLKIA: A Deep Neural Network Based Knowledge Integration Approach for 

Knowledge Base Generation for Science Fiction as a Domain 

 Automatic Knowledge Base Generation is quite important and is a prerequisite for 

several information systems in the current era where most of the applications are knowledge 

centred.  

 The availability of extensive amount of data and the non-availability of knowledge 

makes it quite cumbersome for information systems for reasoning and inferencing. Knowledge 

Representation and Reasoning is quite essential in the era of Symbolic Artificial Intelligence 

and Collective Artificial Intelligence. A knowledge integration framework based on a 

Recursive Deep Neural Network has been proposed to densely populate the Entities in the 

existing Science Fiction Ontology based on several heterogenous dynamic knowledge sources 

based on SPARQL based querying and closed word semantics. Apart from this, an Entity 

Graph based inferential reasoning scheme has been instilled into the approach.  

 A massive Knowledge Base for Science Fiction as an Independent Domain has been 

generated and a Domain Compliance F-Measure of 97.86% has been achieved for the proposed 

approach.  
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IASFS/SF/002 

Dr Kasturi Sinha Ray 

Assistant Professor 

GLA University 

Mathura 

Artificial Intelligence 

Androids, Surveillance and Evil: An Overview of Jonathan Nolan’s Westworld 

 The Nolan brothers- Jonathan and Christopher-are reputed for creating artistic 

movies and TV series on original and phenomenal science-fiction ideas.   

 ‘Westworld’ (2016-2020), a dystopia produced by HBO in three seasons- The 

Maze (2016), The Door (2018) and The New World (2020) is a Jonathan Nolan creation in 

collaboration with Lisa Joy.  

 This paper discusses surveillance and an affinity for organized evil technology 

which interests humans. With AIs aiding our daily lives, this study attempts to understand the 

future with the androids and surveillance.  

  In the first two seasons guests buy expensive tickets to slaughter, molest, abuse, 

mutilate and rape the android hosts in a semblance of world minus legal bindings. The park 

fetishizes human’s affinity for evil and sells it as ‘freedom from social constructions’, 

desirable and a quite expensive commodity: unleash your basic instincts. Hundreds of hosts, 

including animals, manufactured with care and precision, run the show in an amusement park 

with ‘wild west’ theme. Landforms, sheriffs, cowboys to batwing bar doors, shot-gun culture, 

country folk come to life in a looped storyline. The hosts are monitored, every decision 

programmed and when they fall, are extracted, and repaired daily.  

 In the final season, an artificial intelligence called the Rehoboam is built to 

predict terrorist attacks. A giant ball of AI that feeds on data from virtual reality, profiles 

humans and records their life events via the ubiquitous CCTVs, represents an exaggerated 

level of surveillance.  

 However, the makers of Rehoboam lose control over the AI and it begins to play 

God/ The commodity becomes aware of its value and asserts itself on the producers. 

Conditioning, re-programming, brainwashing and even killing humans to ensure Rehoboam’s 

predictions always hold true.   
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IASFS/SF/003              

 

Priydharshini Krishnan & Akshaya Subramaniam 

II M.A. English, 

Department of English 

Sri Sarada College for Women (Autonomous), 

Salem, Tamil Nadu 

 

Artificial Intelligence 

Racial Discrimination and Scientific Amelioration in Isaac Asimov’s 

‘The Weapon too dreadful to use’ 

 This fine science fiction story can be analyzed in two perspectives.  

 On the one hand, it deals with the plight of the colonized Venusians and their struggle 

for autonomous rule and independence from their Earthly exploiters and oppressors. This 

mirrors the racial and ethnic dominance in the Universe.  Asimov’s descriptions of Venus and 

its capital city named Aphrodopolis is an early hint at Afrofuturism.   

 On the other hand, it focuses on rapid development in science and space exploration. 

 The description of the dreadful weapon that decerebrates any living creatures by 

disconnecting the brain from thinking indicates the degree of advancement of science in 

neurotechnology.   

 Currently, governments mull about creating mind-controlled weapons that instantly 

read soldiers’ minds using tools like genetic engineering, nanotechnology, and infrared 

beams.  But science today has yet not discovered such a destructive weapon. If we were to do 

so, it could be either a boon or curse for military and defense and maybe a threat for the world. 
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IASFS/SF/004 

 

Shikha Khandpur 

PhD Scholar 

Department of English 

University of Jammu 

 

Artificial Intelligence 

A Post humanist Reading of Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow 

 This research paper aims to use the lens of Posthumanism literary theory to analyze the 

work Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow written by Yuval Noah Harari.  

 This work of non-fiction mainly discusses the future of mankind; he discusses the 

narratives that are currently used to make sense of the world and discusses the future turning 

towards transhumanism which brings in the discussion of the relationship between humans and 

technology.  

 This research paper attempts to discuss the timely question of what the future holds for 

humans and discusses the journey of humans up to this point and beyond. 
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IASFS/SF/005 

 

          S. Priya Dharshini, Ph. D. Scholar & 

Dr C. G. Sangeetha 

Assistant Professor of English  

Sri Sarada College for Women, 

Salem  

 

Ecology and Science Fiction 

Frankenfood: A Cornucopia in Paolo Bacigalupi’s The Windup Girl 

Genetic engineering is a process by which DNA or other nucleic acid molecules are 

artificially manipulated, modified and recombined in order to alter an individual or a population 

of organisms. Genetic Engineering plays a major role in the current scenario, especially in 

focusing on the development of plants and animals, food production, disease detection, medical 

care, vaccines and other useful drugs. There are both pros and cons of genetic engineering. 

Though genetic engineering is useful in many areas, when it comes to food production and 

human health, it creates fear of having an adverse effect on human beings. The article examines 

the science fiction dystopian novel The Windup Girl with the glimpse of the Cornucopian 

perspective and highlights the ramifications of Genetically modified food and its adverse 

effects on human health. 
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IASFS/SF/006 

 

Dr. Shantala K.R. 

MBBS, DGO, (ObGyn) 

Consulting  

Bengluru 

 

Ecology and Science Fiction 

Abnormal Human Beings in Hindu Mythology and Possible Medical Explanation 

The Hindu mythology abounds with many 'beings' who are depicted as even having 

supernatural powers. Of course, The theory of Evolution may never be able to explain them. 

Yet it is of interest to explore if the current medical concepts & technologies can explain 

the various 'abnormal' beings. 

We have advanced Assisted reproductive techniques like IVF (In Vitro Fertilization, 

known to public as test tube babies) yet we have yet not developed an artificial womb to grow 

foetuses. But there are instances in Hindu mythology where babies were grown outside the 

body. We pride ourselves today that science has made path breaking discoveries in Genetics. 

Yet we are not even close to making chimeras (organisms with a combination of species/ 

classes) while the Hindu mythology has so many of them like- Varaha Swamy (man+ boar), 

Narasimha Swamy (Lion+ man) etc!!! 

Omniscient or omnipotent beings are so common in Hindu Mythology. Could there be 

a plausible explanation? I have tried to explore and explain if the various ‘abnormal’ looking 

characters that we come across in Hindu mythology can be attributed to current medical 

technology. As a doctor and especially an Obstetrician and Gynaecologist, I have been 

fascinated with the various mythological characters and how they could be medically 

explained. 
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IASFS/SF/007 

 

Dr Sindhu J.,  

Associate Professor 

Department of English 

 Bangalore University. 

 

Ecology and Science Fiction 

Bangalore’s Urban Ecology Crises: Science Fiction to the Rescue? 

There has been a plethora of cross-genre writing on Bangalore as a city-space 

commenting on its history, its evolution into a cosmopolitan megacity and its consequent urban 

ecological crises. The writings span across quantitative/qualitative data analysis studies on 

specific civic/ecological issues with projections for the future, photo narratives, personal 

autobiographies and novels. The dominant discourses that arise from these writings are mainly 

seen in the showcasing/ nostalgia of an idyllic ecological past, together with urgent data-based 

calls for the addressal of present day civic/ecological crises in the city. Juxtapositions of 

Bangalore past and present have also played an important role in creating awareness of ecocidal 

practices. While the text self-reflexively uses the techniques of dream-sequence and imaginary 

wish-fulfilment to project the fantasy of a Bangalore with most or all its civic/ecological 

problems resolved, it remains within the realm of possibility as far as an enlightened scientific 

vision goes.  While locating herself as a citizen within the present-day crises-ridden and 

dysfunctional urban space of Bangalore, the speaker in the text creates a futuristic Utopian city-

space in which these ecological problems have been miraculously and scientifically solved. 

The imaginative power of her projected vision is particularly potent in the context of giving 

the ecologically impossible a scientific reality. If science fiction may be loosely understood as 

a way of pointing at future possibilities for human and ecological evolution, I argue that this 

text self-reflexively uses many of the elements and tropes of science fiction (in its 

mundane/feminist/protest manifestations) and exemplifies a uniquely creative and useful way 

forward in the ecological future of Bangalore.   
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IASFS/SF/008 

 

Dr Swasti Sharma 

Assistant Professor (ad-hoc), Department of English,  

Satyawati College,  

University of Delhi. 

 

Ecology and Science Fiction 

Dystopian Awakening: Ecocritical Rumination on Climate Change in Narlikar’s “Ice 

Age Cometh” 

Science fiction is characterised by the pervasiveness of cognitive estrangement. 

According to Darko Suvin, a science fiction story or novel encompasses ‘novum’, a device 

whose presence compels us to imagine a different way of perceiving our world. Jayant Vishnu 

Narlikar’s oeuvre integrates the function of cosmic epoch and quantum theorisation with 

totalitarian or post-apocalyptic weltanschauung. His “Ice Age Cometh” is a ‘fantastic’ 

cautionary tale, narrating a radical departure from the world of complacent experience. 

Therefore, it is imperative to examine the anticipated ramifications of climate change from an 

ecocentric standpoint.  

The paper will primarily scrutinize the positioning of existential anxiety in science 

fiction. In addition, the research paper shall attempt to analyse fictional Dr. Chitnis’s 

apprehensions on equilibrium disruption in the light of IPCC’s (Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change) warnings. Through comparative analysis, the contrast between Indian and 

western sci-fi will be brought to the fore. 

Ethnomethodological approach and close-textual analysis will be employed to discern 

the criticism of over-industrialisation in the aforementioned short story by Narlikar. The 

phenomenon of “spiralling towards ice age” emanates from the blatant negligence and 

indifference of the “top brass”. In light of this, the paper will concomitantly examine the role 

and responsibility of intellectuals using the Gramscian model. By acknowledging the urgency 

of scientific literacy in assessing contemporary environmental risks and the biological 

underpinnings of human consciousness, the paper will place premium on the significance of 

interdisciplinary discursive and information technologies. 
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IASFS/SF/009 

 

Mr Kailash Ankushrao Atkare 

Asst. Prof. Dept. of Basic Sciences and Humanities,  

Marathwada Institute of Technology,  

Aurangabad.431001  

 

Ecology and Science Fiction 

Science Fiction, Women and Nature: Ecological Perspective 

This research paper aims at establishing the moral connection between science fiction, 

women and nature. Scholars always discussed the moral link in science fiction, women and 

nature, whether women envision wealth differently from men. Ecofeminist wrote that women 

and nature are linked in ‘morally significant ways. It means the oppressed are in solidarity with 

each other. It’s often a cultural myth that women are somehow closer to nature than men. 

However, being relegated to the realm of nature and caretaking work does give them an 

understanding of the ways in which we are all connected to nature. Women understand our 

material dependence on nature and the power of nature. The work women are made to do 

creates sensitivities and empathy. As a result, women possess moral knowledge, not because 

of being in a female body, but because of what female bodies are made to do. Even if we look 

at just these last 200 years, women’s energies have gone towards improving schooling, creating 

movements for equality, creating the entire fields of public health and social work and so on. 

That makes me say that if women were empowered, they would have created different sorts of 

institutions and different sorts of wealth. Patriarchy has devalued women. Humanity must rise 

above gender discrimination. Ecofeminism is a philosophy of flourishing. Critics say it goes 

against norms of doing commerce and living well. Ecofeminism goes against the growth model 

of colonialism and capitalism. Environmental philosophers believe that ecofeminism 

flourishing against norms of living well, has its own response. 

 

  



17 
 

IASFS/SF/010 

 

Dr Jyothi Venkatesh 

Chairperson 

Centre for Global Languages 

Bengaluru City University 

Bengaluru 

 

Portraiture of Women in Science Fiction Works 

Cyrano de Bergerac: Father of Science-Fiction Literature in France? A Reflection 

Cyrano de Bergerac (1619-1655), French writer and libertine scientist of the 17th 

century France, wrote The Other World or Comical History of the States and Empires of the 

moon and the sun in line with the True History of the Greek writer Lucien (2nd century), where 

the character travels to the Moon or the Utopia of the humanist philosopher, Thomas More. A 

burlesque and fanciful novel, and a precursor of science fiction in France: the narrator-hero, a 

human, travels to the Moon and the Sun. In the course of his discoveries, he has philosophical 

conversations with the inhabitants of these distant worlds. On the Sun, during a discussion with 

a magpie, he discovers a new political and social system, the Republic of Birds. But the text 

goes beyond the anecdote; it takes on the appearance of an apology and offers several levels of 

reading. The story which distracts the reader by making him travel in a fanciful world draws, 

through the speech of the magpie, the outlines of an ideal, utopian society, far ahead of its time 

and implicitly satirizes the social organization and politics of our world. This paper aims to 

show how French literature was inspired by science-fiction, much before the real essence of 

the word was understood. Cyrano de Bergerac, through the description of a utopian society 

criticizing the society of his time, shows how the narrator's story entertained the reader while 

imagining an ideal society founded on wisdom and happiness but allowing to formulate a 

challenge to the society of his time. Arthur C. Clarke, an English Science-fiction writer, 

credited the book with the first description of rocket-powered space flight, and with the 

invention of the ramjet- a form of the air breathing jet engine. Cyrano’s The Other World or 

Comical History of the States and Empires of the moon and the Sun can be considered as a 

precursor text of science fiction. 
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IASFS/SF/011 

 

Kavin Molhy P.S 

M.Phil Research Scholar 

Sri Sarada College for Women (Autonomous) 

Salem-636016 

Dr. C. G. Sangeetha 

Assistant Professor 

Sri Sarada College for Women (Autonomous) 

Salem-636016 

 

Portraiture of Women in Science Fiction Works 

Delineation of Optimistic Women in The Calculating Stars 

Women in science fiction novels have been portrayed by unique characterization. 

Women have been afforded a particular position in society. In this regard, science fiction novels 

provide an opportunity to depict women as committed to their passion and to the cause of the 

nation. The novel Calculating Stars by Mary Robinette Kowal portrays women like ‘Super 

Heroines’ who fulfil their dreams of becoming ‘Lady Astronaut.’ Her story achingly beautiful, 

highlights the protagonist Elma York who is smart, courageous, flawed, a noble human who 

achieves her aim. Women in this novel are dressed in space suits showcasing a stunning 

confidence. They show exceptional leadership qualities by overcoming sexual barriers and they 

create an alternative lifestyle. Kowal represented a notable depiction of women who achieved 

their passion. This work seeks to break free from tradition and explore new frontiers. The 

science fictional narratives hav the ability to transcend the boundaries concerned with the 

portrayal of women in a positive and inspiring way. Kowal foregrounds a magnificent 

characterization of women who are vibrant and driven to make use of their opportunity they 

are provided with. This study focuses on the portrayal of women in science fiction novels and 

seeks to bring out the pragmatic side of women. 
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IASFS/SF/012 

 

Ms Nabanita Deka 

Assistant Professor 

Department of English 

Maharaja Agrasen College 

University of Delhi 

 

Portraiture of Women in Science Fiction Works 

Breaking the Myth: Women as Superheroines and Supervillains in a Dystopian World 

When science fiction established itself as a literary genre in the nineteenth century, 

women were treated as ‘second-class’ citizens both legally as well as socially (Monk 16). This 

spilled over to the literary world as well for the male science fiction writers accorded women 

the same status of ‘second-class citizens’ in their writings in spite of the genre’s claim to be 

bold, modern, and revolutionary in its approach. Their writings thus, were androcentric with 

man as the “main line of evolution, [and] with a female satellite revolving around him as the 

moon revolves around the earth” (Morgan 3). However, in the contemporary context, in a world 

driven by the powerful forces of irrationalism and bigotry, where sexual subordination is still 

a reality, science fiction stories offers a space of ‘alternative reality.’ Science fiction has 

enabled writers to “question hegemonic regimes and systems of thought” (Saint xiv). The 

patriarchal society has imposed fixed identities and image of women. For a female writer then, 

the space of ‘alternative reality’ of science fiction stories, serves as an able heuristic tool to 

explore the notions of gynocentric identity. Reconnoitring this idea further, the paper seeks to 

puncture the conventional idea of a woman vis-à-vis the analysis of the protagonist and 

antagonist of Laxmi Hariharan’s novel, The Many Lives of Ruby Iyer (2014), who are both 

women. Furthermore, the paper will expose gender roles as social constructs by examining the 

character of Ruby as a ‘Shero/Superheroine’. Finally, it will dwell on the socio-political use of 

science and technology vis a vis the alternative methods of reproduction ultimately leading to 

a dystopian world order. 
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IASFS/SF/013 

 

Dr Navle Balaji Anandrao  

Associate Professor & Head, Dept. of English 

Deogiri College, Aurangabad 

 Maharashtra 

 

Portraiture of Women in Science Fiction Works 

Female Characters in Science Fiction: Archetypal Messengers of Social Equity and 

Equality 

History of science fiction is a matter of power and politics and not justice. Like other 

forms of arts and literature, SF is dominated by ideological hegemony and full of sexual politics 

and politics of interpretation. For a long time, SF has been understood as predominantly being 

a male centered genre. Owing to its sexual/textual politics, SF by women has somehow 

remained outside the domain of critical scrutiny. Viewed from women’s point of view, one 

understands that in spite of the rich contribution of women writers this kind of genre of SF still 

suffers the malady of phallocentric assumptions. However, women have been a part of SF since 

its very beginnings and the seminal proto-SF, Frankenstein, was written by a woman, Mary 

Shelley. But the role of women until recent times was a relatively minor one, barring a few 

exceptions. SF in the hands of women has even transcended the shorelines of feminism and SF 

and fictionalized life not merely form women’s perspective but from a humane perspective 

based on scientific conscience. Women writers have not only subverted the SF form and its 

conventions for their own ends, but they have also contributed a specifically female voice to a 

seemingly male genre. SF reflected in male tradition explores and exploits science as a mode 

of power, politics, domination, destruction, and violence. Women SF, on the contrary, perceive 

the scientific knowledge as the means of reconstructing human society in positive terms 

regarding constructive change, growth, and all-round development. The space of dominance 

and violence of SF by men is replaced by women SF writers with space for harmony, co-

ordination, and humaneness. Betty King (1984:1) rightly describes the condition of a SF book 

with a woman character: “Generally speaking, if a SF book was widely read, it had either no 

women characters or women in only minor or, at best, secondary character roles. If a SF book 

had a woman main character, it was not widely read or, at least, did not remain popular into 

our own time.” 
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 The present paper explores and examines female characters and their roles in a few vital 

SF works as archetypal messengers of social equity & equality from the perspective of 

feminism and other critical modes. Divided into three parts, the first part of the said paper very 

precisely introduces the SF literary form; second part briefly presents inter-relationship 

between feminism and SF; third part explores and examines female characters and their roles 

in a few vital SF works of Mary Shelley, Ursula K. Le Guin and Octavia Butler and a few SF 

writers in India with special reference to Bal Phondke’s edited anthology of SF stories, It 

Happened Tomorrow: A Collection of Nineteen Selected Science Fiction Stories from Various 

Indian Languages (1993). Published by National Book Trust, New Delhi, this book is quite 

rich and a landmark publication in the growth and development of SF in India. This paper 

introduces the thought-experimented contours and nuances, the ideological, witty, beauty and 

bounty of the arts of SF through the representation of few female characters.The paper reads 

the representation of female characters as fictional incarnations of constructive development, 

as archetypal messengers with scientific-literary values for social equity & equality tread, based 

not on the grounds of mutual exclusivism, instead of creative complementarity for national 

construction and vision of a millennial world. 
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Dr. Nidhi Mishra 

Asst Prof English 

Govind Sarang Govt Law College 

Bhatapara, Chhattisgarh 

 

Portraiture of Women in Science Fiction Works 

Exploring the Gamut of African American Women Science Fiction 

The advent of Covid 19 pandemic has renewed interest in the genre of science fiction. 

In the times of crises, people are reading sci-fi, futuristic, fantasy, post-apocalyptic literature 

to know the outcome of such stories. Science Fiction stories have been source of inspiration 

for people as they bring home the theme of hope and resilient spirit of human kind. African 

American women writers have deeply delved into the idea of racism, struggle, resilience, and 

the concept of freedom in science fiction literature. Writers such as Octavia Butler, Tananarive 

Due and many more have contributed to ‘FFF (futurist fiction and fantasy).’ The works of these 

African American women writers can be categorized as Speculative Fiction for they include 

literature encompassing not only science fiction but also fantasy, pulp fiction, and afro 

futurism. These African American women writers have impeccably blended realism with 

fantasy and spirituality with science. These are narratives of African American female 

independence. These African American women writers have imagined a world which is devoid 

of oppression, tyranny, and is centered around a new future.  
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Rajani Raveendra 

Postgraduate Scholar 

Department of English 

Bangalore University 

Bangalore 

 

Portraiture of Women in Science Fiction Works 

Sultana’s Dream and its Conception of Feminist Utopia 

The imagining of feminist utopia focuses on whether a world without patriarchal 

oppression and gender binaries can exist. In 1905, “Sultana's Dream,” a science fiction short 

story of feminist utopia, appeared in the pages of The Indian Ladies' Magazine. As the first 

magazine in India established and edited by a woman for women, the periodical was an ideal 

fit for Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain’s "Sultana's Dream" one of the earliest Indian science fiction 

stories written by a woman. In Rokeya’s feminist utopia, women rule the world with the 

description of a society living peacefully and prospering through their inventions of solar 

ovens, flying cars, and cloud condenser, that offer abundant, clean water to the population of 

“Ladyland.” And the men, who are deemed “fit for nothing,” are shut inside their homes. 

This paper seeks to shed light on Rokeya Begum's liberal thoughts, secular outlook, and 

her literary genius. It aims to celebrate Rokeya Begum, the harbinger of Muslim women's 

awakening and emancipation.  
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Dr Shobha M 

Associate Professor  

Department of English 

Bangalore University  

Bangalore 

 

Portraiture of Women in Science Fiction Works 

A Journey through ‘The Forbidden Country’: The Representation of Gender in 

Manjula Padmanabhan’s The Island of Lost Girls 

Science fiction has functioned as an enormously fertile environment for the exploration 

of sociocultural understandings of gender. There is a long tradition of feminist sci-fi writers in 

the West (Ursula K. Le Guin, Joanna Russ, Melissa Scott, etc) who have challenged our default 

assumption about gender. Rather than a comprehensive account of representations of 

masculinity and femininity, these writers have exploited the potential of Sci-fi to engage with 

gender issues—to disrupt or challenge normative cultural understandings. Despite populist 

notions of the overwhelmingly masculinist nature of Sci-fi, the problematic spaces signalled 

by ‘gender’ are crucial to Sci-fi imaginings.   

In the Indian context too, contemporary women science fiction writers (Vandana Singh, 

Manjula Padmanabhan, Sadhana Shanker, etc) have radically subverted accepted notions of 

gender. With technology driving our lives and increasing surveillance, the avenues of free 

speech being muddled, and fabricated peddling of news creating a post truth environment; 

concomitantly, with an increase in violence against women and minorities, dystopia is here, 

amidst us. Will the relevance/irrelevance of our notions of gender confront our own 

presumptions? How would institutions (religion, marriage, kinship, politics, warfare, etc) be 

different if there are new configurations of gender? Do our women writers look at gender as 

something other than a fixed binary code of nature? Do they create genderless or gender fluid 

societies in their futuristic worlds? The present paper explores these questions about gender in 

one of the significant contemporary Sci-fi novel, The Island of Lost Girls (2015) written by 

Manjula Padmanabhan. The journey of Meiji, the only woman survivor in a dystopia 

characterized by misogyny, violence, surveillance and environmental degradation provides an 

interesting study of gender polarities. 
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Smita Potnis 

Sci-Fi Author 

Mumbai 

 

Portraiture of Women in Science Fiction Works 

Portraiture of Women, Robots and Robotic Behaviour in Marathi Science Fiction 

The contemporary times have been all about the technological revolution. So is the 

discussion of robots which have been frequently prevalent in contemporary popular discourses. 

When we think of robots, it engenders both advantages and disadvantages. Concern expressed 

due to the advancement of technology enunciated in the form of Alexa, Siri and Androids in 

our smartphones continuously hamper our privacy. But today we aren’t speaking about that. 

Instead the topic we are focusing is, what if emotions are poured inside a robot and 

development of relations and humanity are induced what will exactly happen? What exactly is 

the nature of an ideal women? The heart which embraces motherhood, relationships, bonding 

with people and all of this with sheer passion. This is what comprises a woman’s heart. These 

same feelings can be embraced and aroused in a man’s heart. These emotional bonds and its 

aspects, assemble the womanly nature, but there is a difference between a disguised womanly 

nature and the actual one, specifically in relation to a robot. One should not let go the natural 

and inborn emotions. The structure of a robot has been structured in such a manner that it looks 

similar to that of humans, so at some given point of time it can beat the human race and thus 

replace, so is it appropriate or not, is the question, and to be dealt with the discrepancies of the 

same. The creation of the robots before inducing the emotions in the robots has to be 

acknowledged. So, in the future will there be a conflict for identification between the creators 

and the creation, can we term it as “Rise of Robots?” These all questions do bewilder us. Would 

the robots really overpower us, their own creators? Robots can serve as helping hands when in 

need. The question is do we create a competitor for ourselves, and secondly, do we understand 

robots whether as a lack or an actual need is the moot point. 
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IASFS/SF/018 

 

Anamta Rizvi 

Ph.D. Scholar, English, 

Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. 

 

Science Fiction varied sub-themes 

Indian English Science Fiction: Expanding/ Exploding the Canon of Indian Writing in 

English 

The year 2020 has not only altered the entire course of humankind but has also surfaced 

myriad contentions which hitherto remain uncharted. With the uncontrollable dissipation of the 

monstrous virus COVID-19, causing death of millions across the globe, politicians, 

intellectuals, academicians, et al, have been propelled to extensively deliberate on successive 

measures to be taken in order to control the virus’ further proliferation. However, one question 

that can be answered in certitude is that what was ostensibly “normal” in the pre-corona times 

will not be the same in the post- corona period. Literature, being the mirror of the society, has 

already begun documenting the agony, pathos, melancholy, depression engendered by this 

virus. For instance, Speaking Tiger, a prominent publishing house, has brought out A Bend in 

Time: Writing by Children on the COVID- 19 Pandemic, wherein children have chronicled 

their combat with the virus. Thus, in the current times, it will be impetuous, naïve or rather 

ignorant to undermine how science is reconstructing and reshaping the course of humanity. 

Literature, focusing on science, therefore, becomes extremely pertinent in our times. This, 

therefore, further leads to the polemical debate of the canon of Indian Writing in English, and 

compels one to think its legitimacy and authenticity in the current times. Focusing on one genre 

of IWE i.e. Indian English fiction, what comes to the forefront is how this genre’s canonical 

boundaries have been made inflexible, impermeable, disallowing any further expansion of the 

canon of Indian English fiction. Thus, this paper will look into the syllabi of four universities: 

Bombay university, Mysore university, Calcutta university and Delhi university, and will 

examine how the structuring of their syllabi limits the genre of Indian English fiction, 

obliterating it to reach a level of maturity. In an attempt to seek a single identity, the canon of 

Indian English fiction obliterates the entry of many texts and writers who in spite of holding 

merit and value are relegated to the periphery. This paper, therefore, is predicated on the idea 

of the expansion of the canon of Indian English fiction. Post-corona, the face of the world will 
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indisputably undergo a severe change, inevitably the literary world will also go through a 

similar transition. Thus, the literature delineating on science will now be viewed from a 

different lens and its absence in the canon is bound to be subjected to scrutiny and examination.  
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Ebin Thomas 

Research Scholar 

Dept. of Russian and Comparative Literature 

University of Calicut  

 

Science Fiction varied sub-themes 

Mary Shelley: The Mother of Science Fiction 

Science fiction writers like Edgar Allan Poe, Jules Verne, H.G. Wells, Hugo Gersback 

and John W. Campbell were considered as the inventors of modern science fiction by different 

critics. Science fiction writer Brian Aldiss calls for an intellectual coup d’tat!’ to appoint a 

mother figure instead of a father of science fiction. Mary Shelley would be the sole contestant 

to get such an accolade. It is still a bone of contention among the scholars about whether to 

consider Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818) as the first major Science fiction novel or not. 

The work’s impact was long term since it became inspiration to numerous works of the same 

genre. The current work tries to identify Frankenstein as the first major and serious Science 

fiction novel and Mary Shelly as the first modern science fiction writer.  
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Nandana K 

Research Scholar 

 (Performing Arts Dept Bangalore University)  

Science Fiction varied sub-themes 

Practical Approach on aspects of Nāṭyaśāstra for Science Fiction 

Science fiction is a modern genre, formally emerged from west. We have seen certain 

movies showcasing the science fiction in the different ways like time travel, teleporting, space 

travel, telekinesis so on and so forth. But being born in Bharath and knowing the history of 

more than 5000 years, do we feel science fiction is new? In this research paper an effort is 

made to show, how the characters of mythology and the aspects of Nāṭyaśāstra mutually 

works on the theatrical performance and introducing science fiction in a production. While 

the modern pop culture has adapted to science fiction being a wide spread phenomenon, 

Nāṭyaśāstra has still yet to catchup and able to understand and depict how science fiction can 

be played, in this view this research paper shows few of the highlights few of the Nāṭyaśāstra’s 

existing aspects and few of the innovative ideas of how we can approach the new models or 

rather depict the science fiction in Nāṭyaśāstra. The western movie characters such as Thor 

(The Lightning God), Superman are inspired by our mythological stories for ex: Bhima and 

Dhuryodana’s war when they strikes their mace,there is lightning, Hanuman flying with a 

mountain (certain scenes in superman also shows). Whereas our ancestors told us as 

mythological stories and these became very religious for us, so we do not consider this as 

science fiction, also there has been very little research around how we can use Nāṭyaśāstra 

to playout science fictional story which rather conditions typically addressed by    the Rasikas 

by the mythological virtue. Practical approach of aspects of Nāṭyaśāstra; for instance, one of 

the potential ideas that we explore in this course of this paper is how we can use the Karaṇa 

Gangāvataraṇam (The Karaṇa movement is like a somersault which can be performed 

continuously) for teleportation which is common in science fiction. Here we can practically 

approach teleporting using the Karaṇa Gangāvataraṇam by creating 2 identical characters in 

same make-up on both side of the stage entrance and make one to disappear in one corner of 

the screen and make the other enter with a flip from other corner of the screen. of course, seems 

challenging for dancers but will create the essence of science fiction practically on the stage.



30 
 

IASFS/SF/021 

 

Dr. Premila Swamy D,  

Assistant Professor Department of Humanities,  

Ramaiah Institute of Technology, Bangalore 

 

Science Fiction varied sub-themes 

Introducing Science Fiction for Engineering graduates in Technical Institutions: Scope 

and limitations 

Science fiction is an emerging field of Research in literature and interdisciplinary 

studies. This emerging field needs to be inculcated in our Technical institutions as a course of 

study for the Engineering graduates. Engineering students primarily focus in enhancing their 

technical expertise through various technical subjects introduced to them at the undergraduate 

level. Subjects like English language and communication skills, Engineering ethics, The 

constitution of India, Psychology etc. are taught to these studies primarily by the Humanities 

and social sciences department. The paper argues that a course on science fiction in the 

curriculum would broaden their intellectual make up and open dimensions to critical thinking, 

critical evaluation and also bring in ethical consciousness among students in their approach 

towards society. A few select science fiction introduced to students in the curriculum would 

have chances of shaping young minds and enhancing ethical and moral sense. The researcher 

argues that science fiction in the form of texts and movies as a form of classroom discourse 

would kindle not only interest but also cultivate a sense of societal responsibility and 

awareness, much needed for emerging generation of engineers. The role of teachers in this 

direction is also very much significant. The article would also cover some aspects of the 

limitations for such an approach of study, given the challenges in the Indian classroom 

scenario. 
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Dr. Rani Susmitha 

Principal,BSBS B School, 

Bengaluru 

 

Science Fiction varied sub-themes 

Indian Health care delivery-A dream and the destiny 

‘Everything is fiction until we experience it’, with that thought on mind the paper 

discusses the dreadful situations India and the world is facing during COVID-19. On a lighter 

note though everyone re-lived the famous flick ‘Contagion’ of 2011 by ‘Steven Soderbergh’. 

The situation has put all of us in perspective along with the need of high-end development of 

health care structures through advanced scientific knowledge as well as with a little bit of 

fiction. Health care delivery became very challenging during this pandemic panic. The gaps 

were evident in physical infrastructure, digital connectivity and in all other forms of the service 

delivery options. The paper focuses on the loop holes of the Indian health care delivery system 

and discusses the probable advanced scientific, fictional options to bridge the gap. 
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Gerard Deepak,  

Ayush Kumar A &  

Santhanavijayan A  

Department of Computer Science and Engineering 

National Institute of Technology, Tiruchirappalli 

 

Science Fiction varied sub-themes 

ScifiOnto: Modelling, Visualization and Evaluation of Science Fiction Ontologies based 

on Indian Contextualization 

Ontologies are the most vital elements for knowledge modelling owing to their 

reusability and ability to connect with real-world domains. Ontologies serve as explicit and 

expressible knowledge description models that act as a cognitive bridge between human 

intellect and information systems. Ontologies are typically domain centric and is reasonable to 

model them based on the intervention of human cognition. In this paper, an Ontology for 

science fiction has been modelled considering the vocabulary of terms based on an extensive 

survey conducted by subjects who were either Generation Z or millennials. The Ontology has 

been an extension to the existing Science Fiction Ontology, and definitely has a regulatory 

mechanism to increase the number of concepts and individuals. Several classifications and 

vocabulary terms have been added with a specific focus on the Indian Context. An Ontology 

Reference Ratio of 91.43 with a Domain regulatory Precision of 93.89%. The proposed 

ontology model is quite rich in its population of terms and is the only ontology that unifies 

Science Fiction in the Indian Context to the vocabularies of the existing Science Fiction 

Ontology.  
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Dr K S Vaishali  

Professor 

Department of English  

Bangalore University  

Science Fiction varied sub-themes. 

Challenging essentialist notions of femininity: feminist science fiction  

Feminist science fictional writers unmask the insidious aspects of patriarchy by 

subverting meanings that belong to our putatively normal heterosexist framework in startling 

ways. As manifestoes of desires and hopes of marginalized people, they adumbrate the genesis 

of an authentic female voice and decode the hitherto subliminal, camouflaged messages of 

female anger, rage, protest and rebellion.  Reading these works is indeed a veritable 

metamorphic journey into disturbing and bewildering possibilities of gender fluidity, social 

order and genetic sciences. These works are horrifyingly prescient: in their fictional worlds 

these writers imagine other ways of living in such a convincing manner so as to induce a 

‘willing suspension of disbelief’ in the reader and prompt us to ask if we could do things 

differently? It is imperative for us to showcase the immensely emancipatory potential of 

feminist science fiction and incorporate it into our post graduate curriculum in order to re-

examine our orthodoxies, calcified mind sets and authoritarian pedagogical practices.  Can the 

Augean stables of literary classrooms be cleansed by the alchemic properties of feminist 

‘Promethean’ imagination?  
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S. Hemapriyaa, P. Aarunya, A. Gugah 

II BA ENGLISH 

Sri Sarada College for women (Autonomous) 

Salem. 

                                                 

Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Vow against Deflowering 

      This night I felt difficulty in sleeping, so I moved upward from bed and I heard from my 

dearly Alexa giving reminder about an enduring day of my life. 

[ALEXA: TODAY IS 15TH OF OCTOBER A DAY NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN] 

There's no emotion behind Alexa's reminder she said it flat but I can't blame her after all she is 

just automation. Its 2061 there is no word called 'RAPE' in the current society and it's because 

of my invention in 2020 

[ALEXA: AANYA CALL FROM HEJAL] 

As I heeded the call, I heard Hejal screaming "Why didn't you tell me mom?” When I asked 

what she was talking about she asked me to switch on the TV. My pupils stretched when I came 

across the breaking news with my photo before I could react to it a message popped 

[ALEXA: MESSAGE FROM AN UNKNOWN NUMBER 

"IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN YOU ALL THESE YEARS"] 
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M. S.Hindhuja, S. Yogeswari, T. Vijaissri 

II BA ENGLISH  

Sri Sarada College for women (Autonomous) 

Salem. 

Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Mission George and the Zane 

Every day begins with Zane. He is one in George's family. He is an artificial 5 years old kid. 

In this 2085, the Zane like robots are man-friendly with human which is not an exaggerating 

thing. At this juncture, we come to know that robots have become one in every family since 

2080. At present, Zane is cleaning George's house, who is the protagonist of the story. George 

woke up from his bed, because his mother is yelling to get him ready.  Here comes Disouza, 

who motivates him in his new project, “Mission Zane to the Mars”. After getting ready, he 

takes Zane to his dad's research centre. He remodeled Zane, who is already a highly intelligent 

robot with updated advancements only to act according to his wish or order. His father is a root 

for man-friendly robots. So, his father helps him in getting approval and license for his project. 

Unfortunately, some of the Zane’s advancements not met with government’s space 

requirement. But George knows that Zane is well capable for the mission.  So, the plan changes, 

where Zane is going to accompanied and guided by George. Now, the mission changes from 

“Mission Zane- to the Mars” to “Mission George and the Zane”. Unexpectedly, the mission 

is heading forth with the new twist on Dysons's sphere.... 
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 V.S. Pavithra 

Department of English 

Sri Sarada College for Women 

(Autonomous) Salem. 

 

Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Brushing, Coding, Fighting 

       All the guests have arrived. Avira is waiting for Charvik in marriage office. Marriage is in 

two hours. But there comes an emergency call from the army office asking him to return for 

the war. Will his inventions save him from the war? Can't their love end up in good tone? Isn't 

it Dr. Deepka real? Whose past, present, and future is it all?  
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Department of physics 
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Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Quantum warriors 

   The Typhons from Mars invade Earth looking to eliminate the human race. The Typhons use 

their superior weapons to destroy Earth’s defenses. They capture most of the human beings and 

conduct experiments on them. A group of Physicists led by Anton Zeilinger escape using the 

Quantum suits which entangles it with a planet Kepler 10-B. This was developed by Alicea 

collaborator of the team and it enables them to teleport themselves without being detected by 

the Typhons. Will quantum warriors succeed in defeating typhoons?   
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Department of English 
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Salem. 

Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

The Human Mission 

        The Story takes place during the year 3030. Aliens and Humans signed a contract called 

The Project V3030. The Project V3030 which deals with The Virus B30 that killed nearly half 

of the humans on the earth. Aliens helps human in curing the people affected by the Virus B30 

through “The Para Twin Technology” in the laboratory in finding the vaccine. But the vaccine 

goes failure. At that time the protagonist Arjun who is an alien form of Human comes to know 

the truth behind the Virus B30 with his friend Ajai. They found the vaccine but, the happiness 

doesn’t extend too long. There is a twist…. 
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M. K. Sarulatha & V. Deepika 
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Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Time is Unique 

       It was rainy season, on one fine day, it was raining heavily, a man named Adam who was 

a manager in a company was thinking about his life. He was very upset because his life was 

moving without any ups and downs. He was thinking about his life. While he was thinking like 

this suddenly a lightning came and it created a warmth hole. He noticed that and he went there 

to see what it was? It was a hole. He leaped into the hole, which brought him to a parallel 

universe. There he could see everything which he saw in his world. He saw many people who 

were alike in his world. He was really very confused because he could not understand what 

was happening. After few hours he could see a man as same as like him. He was shocked 

because that man looks same like him. Adam asked the man who are you? That man replied 

that he was…. 
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P. Shobia & D. Dharani  

II BA ENGLISH 

 Sri Sarada College for women (Autonomous) 

Salem.  

 

Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Benevolent communication with Aliens 

           This place seems to be quite different among the cities in the country. This city swivels 

in the confusion during nights. People are able to see a terrific atmosphere around them after 

the sun sets. The mystery is revealed to know one in the city. Some believe it as works of 

witches few as magic. But not even a single knows what the reason is? For the light that blinks 

at night in the city. In this advanced world some mysteries are still mysteries but this is not 

going to be the same in this city. It is the Aliens that are going to be discovered by Anant the 

protagonist and explained to the innocent and illiterate people of the city of 

LesSaveurs………… 
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Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Women’s Space Craft - “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely 

Corruption is rampant in our country. Corruption certainly reflexes greedy and selfish 

behaviour. It not only affects the country but also one’s life. The life of victims may be changed 

either positively or negatively, it depends upon how they take it. This is a story about Women-

Mission achievement which turns the world from Corruption to Non-Corruption. The heroine 

of this story is Kalpana and she was happy on hearing the news of her brother’s job. Her brother 

starts to go for the job. Weeks after, one day he looked sad. She asked the reason and went to 

bed. She was thinking until she slept. The next morning, she started to create a spacecraft. After 

creating the spacecraft, she travels to the space. 
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Charan Kumar K, Kamsali Nagaraja 

Department of Physics, Bangalore University, 

JB Campus, Bengaluru – 560056, India 

 

Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Radon in houses and workplaces as the ghost! 

If you are living in a house with inadequate ventilation or work in underground areas with low 

air exchange, then there is a possibility that you must be haunted by Radon, an invisible, 

odourless radioactive gas, which behaves like a ghost. Radon (222Rn) is a descendent of the 

radioactive element Uranium.  The Radon gas comes out continuously from soil, rock, water 

and even from building material due to its gaseous nature.  Although Radon exhalation from 

the ground is a standard process, poor ventilation in homes or workplaces can lead to 

accumulation of Radon and poses serious health threats to human beings.  The long term 

exposure in the environment with high Radon activity can significantly affect the health of 

human beings and acts as an invisible ghost in the dwelling. In several developed countries, 

possible increased inhalation of Radon gas that is trapped in homes or workplaces is the second 

most cause for lung cancer deaths. There are several studies conducted in India for the 

continuous monitoring of activity and tracking of this ghost. An effort is made to narrate the 

birth, growth and death of this ghost for the Indian environment. Some of the peculiar events 

and cases made us build the story as fiction from the scientific perspective and is presented in 

detail. 
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E.Nandhini, M. Deepa,  

II BA ENGLISH,                                                                                                    
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Salem, Tamilnadu.                                                                                               

 

Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

HUMROBALI 

God has created man. Man plays a dominating role on earth. With his superior sense, 

he created robots. The advancement of robots increased day by day. As advancement grows, 

man feels unfulfilled and expects to create a robot with emotions and dreams. Due to his greed 

for robots he started to develop these further. As a result, robots evolved as humans. It bears 

some of the positive trends of the era in which it was made since instead of a story full of 

humanity it gives us emotional sadness combined with action, technology and special effect. 

Dr. Nodamy and Dr. Drent discuss  their critical situation in the lab. They are seeking the help 

of other researchers. They feel guilty about their past. They have no solution to rectify the 

problem. The whole world is in a problematic situation. Many scientists try their best to 

overcome this difficulty. But it all goes in vain. The major trouble is, they have to fight against 

a tremendous warfare which is going to be happened soon. The humans are defeated by their 

enemies. Humans use their full vitality to try to overcome their complexity. Humans are not 

able to defeat their competitor. Human society itself was plunged into a state of extinction. 

With this situation at hand, Dr. Nodamy tells Dr. Dent that: “Who is going to save us and this 

world from this antagonist?” 
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Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Medical Technology of the Future 

Medical technology is progressing today at a pace that was never seen before. The 

reasons for this frenzy pace include integration and interpolation of scientific developments in 

other fields into medical practice. The 3D printing, extended reality which includes virtual & 

augmented reality, robotics, mapping of the human genome and advanced computer 

technologies have been major game changers that have revolutionised Medicine. Potshot at one 

day in future: You replaced your old medical tattoo to that of your new pet’s picture.  It has run 

some tests this morning as your breathing was heavy after the stipulated exercise. (The 

insurance company will increase the premium if they know you aren’t sticking to schedule) 

You finish a round of online VR session to overcome your phobia of heights that the tattoo 

detected when you were dreaming last night. By then your test reports are ready. The 

cholesterol and some bio markers are abnormal. A prescription has already been sent and you 

have to bioprint it to your desired formulation of either syrup, capsule or tablet after making 

the payment. Just then, the smart contact lens receives and ad about increasing life span for 5-

6 years with a unique therapy. You smile and pat the artificial kidney that has stuck to your 

side for 8 years, smile again and ask- “What do you say?”    

 

  



45 
 

IASFS/SF/036 

Gayathri G & Vaishaali B 

Master degree in literature, 

Sri Sarada College for Women (Autonomous), 

Salem-16, Tamil Nadu. 

Visual Science Fiction 

The technology of living immortal based on the movie “Maayavan” 

 Science and technology have taken us to the other planet. In the movie “Maayavan” a 

scientist named Dr. Pramod has aimed to gain the boon of immortality. For a human being, his 

memories are the identity that keeps him alive in this word. This scientist has been doing a 

research in which he could copy the memories of one person through Nano Chip and store the 

memories in a hard disk. The Nano Chip are installed in the human brain through a serum that 

get attached to each and every neuron in the brain. The scientist first used this technique in rats. 

Then he tried on human beings. At first the research failed and after a several attempts the 

scientist instilled the serum into his own brain. When he was almost near to success his higher 

authority banned his research that forced him to resign his job. But he continues his research 

secretly and also succeeds. He reached the next level of instilling the Nano Chip into other 

human beings. These Nano Chip would delete the memory of that person and restore the 

memories of the scientist. His present memories would get stored in the database which remains 

concealed in his secret lab. All these memories together would be installed into the mind of the 

next person in the sequence. Thus, the scientist would remain immortal with all his memories.     
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Visual Science Fiction 

Black Panther Movie _ African Diaspora Through Technoculture And Science Fiction 

Black Panther is also heralding another related Renaissance: A new wave of interest in 

Afro futurism, a literary and musical movement that explores black identity, culture and 

struggles through the lens of science fiction. Afro futurism frequently portrays a future in which 

black people use technology to become leaders of their worlds, a message that is depressingly 

absent from most mainstream sci-fi. Afro futurist themes thus lie at the core of Black Panther, 

which is in large part a meditation on a black leader’s role in a world largely controlled by 

white-dominated power structures. Wakanda is an African nation the rest of the world believes 

to be poor, but is secretly rich, thanks to its hidden deposits of the fictional super-metal 

vibranium as well as its mastery of technological and scientific advancements. Wakanda’s 

leaders have long shunned the world stage, mindful of how other African nations’ mineral 

wealth has been exploited by outsiders in the past. Representation and identity are a core 

component of Afro futurism. The city has high-speed monorails, flying ships and gorgeous 

skyscrapers amid bold colors, fabrics and patterns that make the city distinctly African. This 

paper aims to discuss how the movie grapples head-on with the issues affecting modern-day 

black life. It also addresses themes and concerns of the African diaspora through technoculture 

and science fiction, encompassing a range of media and artists with a shared interest in 

envisioning black futures that stem from Afro diasporic experiences. 
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Visual Science Fiction 

Science Fiction film ‘Pandemic’ (2016) correlate to the present scenario: 

A Pandemic COVID-19 

 

The present study includes the Science Fiction (SF) film, namely Pandemic compared to the 

present reality of Pandemic coronavirus (COVID-19). Presently, more peoples are searching 

these movies on website searches. This Hollywood SF film is suddenly viral in the World.  The 

present exploration of above SF films is connected to present coronavirus (COVID-19).  

January, 30, 2020, the coronavirus infection is stated a Public Health Emergency of 

International Concern and the World Health Organization is announced the name for the new 

coronavirus infection: COVID-19 on 11 February 2020. WHO, on 11 March 2020, is also 

declared this Coronavirus disease (COVID-19), is a Pandemic. The Film ‘Pandemic’ is a 2016 

sci-fi American thriller film directed by John Suits. The film portrays the tale of a staggering 

viral infection outbreak as the world is dove into a condition of bedlam. Zombies roam the 

streets, while the survivors battle to remain alive.  Still in the month of September, 2020 there 

is no any particular vaccines for the COVID-19. Hence the present study includes the SF films 

and their realities in the present situation of Pandemic COVID-19 are compared. It also 

includes the struggling of Corona worriers against the COVID-19, through the different ways 

in the World. 
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Visual Science Fiction 

First Contact, 2070 AD: Mythology and Mankind in Bollywood SF Films 

“The second task of sf writers as mythmakers”, Thomas M. Disch once remarked “is simply 

the custodial work of keeping the inherited body of myths alive” (23). While Science Fiction 

(SF) fuses „science‟ and „fiction‟, Bollywood goes even further and links SF – and science – 

with the divine. Such a hybridization results in distinct mythological discourses being fused 

with the (overtly) science fictional figure of aliens: for example, a UFO shaped like a „shiva-

linga’ (in Joker), and a form of communication resembling „Om‟ leading to First Contact (in 

Koi… Mil Gaya). This paper approaches 2070 AD as a metaphor for the days to come, and 

reads how popular cinematic narratives negotiate the tussle between the future-oriented 

“topoi” of SF (such as aliens) and structures of Indian mythology that emanate from our pasts 

(such as gods). It analyses how these diverging entities of „gods‟ and „extra-terrestrials‟ 

engage with humans (and with each other) in select Bollywood films, especially those set in 

our today but heralding a disruptive future via alien interventions. Utilizing the theoretical 

frameworks of Altman, Csicsery-Ronay, Jr., Chattopadhyay, et al, this paper focuses on 

Hindi-language films such as Wahan Ke Log, Koi... Mil Gaya, and Joker etc. to study First 

Contact vis-à-vis mythology, and deliberates on how such these texts appropriate semantic 

elements from (western) SF  and arrange them in a mutated syntax, thereby constructing a 

kind of hybrid SF that not only evades any easy classifications but also reifies a future where 

SF and mythology ideate, intertwine and intersect. 
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Visual Science Fiction 

Black Panther: Afrofuturism and the Politics of the Anthropocene 

The Anthropocene era marks mankind’s influence on the environment, especially through 

ecological damage caused by pollution, industrialization and global capitalism. It is crucial 

to analyze the politics of the Anthropocene by questioning the agency and power dynamic 

involved in environmental decision-making. Issues of agency are brought out in the film 

Black Panther (2018) by looking at racial politics, especially with regard to Africa and the 

African diaspora. One of the ways the movie does this is through the lens of Afrofuturism, 

which is an aesthetic movement that portrays African themes as well as issues such as racial 

discrimination through images of technology as well as a celebration of Africa’s folk 

cultures. By such an intersection of past, present and possible futures, Afrofuturism provides 

a space for resistance to the Eurocentric domination. This paper aims to look at the various 

ecocentric Afrofuturistic strategies used in Black Panther to counter the dominant narratives 

in the Anthropocene, but also discusses some ecological shortcomings in the movie.  
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Visual Science Fiction 

Issues of Identity in Star Trek vis a vis Nation and Nationalism 

The issue of identity, Nation and Nationalism first caught the attention of the Indians in 1882 

when Bankimchandra wrote Anandmath. The text idolized the idea of the nation and gave it a 

form of a Goddess, Motherland. A Goddess that was wrapped up in ornaments from head to 

toe, had multiple hands and each hand had either manuscript (Sarasvati), money (Lakshmi), 

skull (Kali) and various other weapons are usually associated with Hindu Gods and Goddesses. 

The idea of Nation was not new though, but the text highlighted and emphasized upon the 

Hindu Nation and soon Sarvarkar’s text emphasized upon Hindutva and Hindu Nationalism. 

Since then it has become more and more important to define and redefine Nation and the terms 

like Nationality, Nationalism in the dynamic context of India. As Romila Thapar too points 

towards these shifts and dynamic relationship of Nation with its inhabitants in her recent essay 

‘Reflections on Nationalism in History’. We have seen Nationalism during World War Two 

where it was based on ethnic purity and Nationalism can be positive when it unifies the different 

communities but when it emphasises on one community as superior the effects can be 

devastating as was the case with Germany where the purity of the Aryans was the sole factor 

in deciding the fate of the millions of Jews. The effects of Nationalism can also be positive as 

in the case of Negritude. Where Blacks turned the tables on their colonial masters by embracing 

their culture and unifying the varied communities. What is more important is to know that it 

has never been easy for any community and country to follow one single line of definition.  As 

times change, governments’ changes, the rule changes and so should the defining parameters 

of Nation and Nationalism. It cannot be devoid of one community and favour the other. India 

has been through mega changes in terms of geography, governments, and rule. Science fiction 

has given a glimpse into a borderless world through Star Trek. Gene Roddenberry’s vision 

behind creating may have been rooted in the same notion. It should not limit itself to 

entertainment but studying it from a different perspective might just solve or at least allow us 

to look at the dynamics of Nations and Nationalisms from a different perspective.    
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Visual Science Fiction 

Bollywood and Science Fiction: The Framing of Bollywood’s Superhero Genre 

Science Fiction as a genre has been successful in enticing the minds of the readers 

largely due to the themes it deals in. Due to this genre’s ability to envisage the possible future 

using various scientific tropes, its fandom is wide and prominent. As a result of its popularity, 

it has been an integral part of the Hollywood movies from the times of it being known as the 

‘pulp fiction’. Bollywood have dealt with varied genres out of which this particular genre 

remains the most unexplored one. Nevertheless, Bollywood has also been intrigued with this 

particular genre leading to the production of such films dating back to the year 1967. Mostly, 

the Bollywood sci-fi films or the superhero films as known commonly, hints at the possible 

future worlds or hurdles we might end up facing in the future times where the scientific trope 

in form of the superhero eventually comes to the rescue. The noteworthy part of this entire 

dealing of Bollywood with the genre is how the themes of Bollywood Science Fiction films 

have changed over the years starting from the voyages beyond to earth to the portrayal of a 

superman like character, a visit of the alien on the earth, the devastation brought forward by 

the human look alike robots or the cyborgs - a cybernetic organism. Hence, it is needless to say 

that the trajectory ever since then has experience a transformation in regard to its subject and 

its dealing. My research would hence, begin at this weld where this paper would attempt to 

probe into the discourse of Bollywood Science Fiction Films pertaining to its changes in subject 

from the year 1967 to the present. It would further attempt to analyse the impact the audience 

have on the subject of such films and the manner in which the ‘Indianness’ of Bollywood sci-

fi films results in rendering a unique identity which in turn makes it defer from its Hollywood 

counter-part.  
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Portrayal of Women in P.Padmarajan’s Cinema: With Special Reference To 

Novemberinte Nashtam 

Indian cinema has been considered as an intimate medium of communication. Being a 

strong audio-visual platform, it is a suitable canvas for storytelling to a mass audience. 

Malayalam cinema as a widely accepted film industry in Indian cinema claims to undergo 

changes since its inception subjectively and technically. P.Padmarajan a renowned  Malayalam 

author, script writer and director had immensely contributed to Malayalam literature and 

cinema during the seventies and eighties. The detailing in his screenplays had enriched films 

as mirrors of society representing various social changes at major times. The women in 

Padmarajan films have always been a subject of discussion and have led to numerous critical 

studies. The outline of women characters in his films have always stayed ahead of those times. 

Hence, this study aims to do a detailed analysis of ‘Meera’, a central character of the film 

‘Novemberinte Nashtam’ released in the year 1982. This character is shown to undergo 

multiple transitions through the course of the film.  These transitions become even more 

important to analyse the underlying emotions that this character upholds throughout. Through 

this research, the researcher is also trying to critically analyse not just the character but also the 

intimate shift that the P. Padmarajan adopts storytelling through the female protagonist ‘Meera’ 

of ‘Novemberinte Nashtam’. The psychological understanding of this female character had 

made the researcher approach this from a stronger and more relevant angle. A critical content 

analysis would be the primary methodology used for the analysis strictly limiting it to the 

female protagonist and developments of the story centred around this character. P Padmarajan 

and his visualisation of women as a director has been extremely powerful and rich in content 

which will be remembered by every film enthusiast in a long time and will always uphold 

Malayalam cinema. 

  



53 
 

IASFS/SF/044 

Ms. Divya M. B. Asst. Professor 

Dept. of Political Science, 

GFGC, Virajpet 

Kodagu. 

 

Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Contemporary Concerns and Challenges in Higher Education: Some Reflection on 

Humanities 

Education is plays a huge role in our life.Education is also considered as a very essential basic 

element like  food, shelter and cloth.Modern welfare states through its functionaries it give 

more importance to provide education to peoples of the country.Education is the process of 

facilitating learning, or the acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, beliefs, and habits. It 

should be transformed to the needs of the time and changing scenario of the world. It provides 

an opportunity to critically reflect upon the social, economic, cultural, moral and spiritual 

issues facing humanity. Especially some of the researches try to highlighted that Humanities 

education and research has been a critical foundation of our society for centuries. Disciplines 

such as history, literature, and philosophy have shaped institutions and policy debates and 

attracted generations of students seeking to understand more about how societies function and 

change. However, changing frameworks for understanding social value and the expansion of 

tertiary education disciplines over time have affected perceptions of the importance of the 

Humanities.In this background,this paper is mainly focused on the some of issues and 

challenges which are affected on trend in higher education particularly in humanities 

disciplines.And try to emphasis on collaborative study and researches which helps to all 

multidisciplinary subjects in humanities. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Does Cloud Seeding Increase Rainfall - A Fact Or Fiction? 

Since historical times, humans are fascinated by weather. The earlier humans attributed 

thunderstorms and severe weather to anger by God. By prayers, they want to get good rainfall 

and pleasant weather. Then came the Meteorologists, the scientists researching in the weather.  

The human wish to conquer weather was so much that in the USA, they took up 

experiments to control cyclones by bombing them with aerosol particles from aircraft. The 

results turned out to be just the opposite with cyclones becoming more destructive and causing 

significant damages. The weather modification experiment was called off! 

Then came cloud seeding. The cloud seeding methods use hygroscopic, and glaciogenic 

materials such as sodium chloride and silver iodide in a microscopic spray for the rain 

enhancements are based on proven scientific theories and principles. Hygroscopic seeded 

material consists of a spectrum of particles ranging in size from large (up to 2 µm diameter), 

giant (4-10 µm diameter) to ultra-giant (>10 µm diameter). These hygroscopic particles trigger 

the rainfall process through competition (giant particles) and tail (ultra-giant) effects and thus 

enhance the efficiency of cloud in converting moisture into water drops in the warm clouds 

The results from the Cloud Seeding operations carried out during 2017 and 2019 in 

Karnataka state, which faced severe drought conditions has shown success. It was possible to 

study the rainfall in great detail due to the extensive network of rain gauges in Karnataka (one 

in every Hobli) and identify the impact of cloud seeding. Results of the programme are 

presented in this paper. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Time and Space in Jayant Narlikar’s Virus 

Jayant Narlikar’s Virus deals with extra-terrestrials existence in the space and convey 

that the thought of been alien in universe is a myth. The fiction raises the question of human 

existence on the earth with technological advancement. The objective of the present endeavor 

is to explore the myriad nature of time and space in the fiction Virus. The fiction portrays a 

future where our automation is affected with virus planted by extra- terrestrials. While reaching 

out in the space we need to consider its impact in future.  Virus projects a future were human 

space is invaded by extraterrestrials and is struggling for their existence. The fiction portrays a 

gloomy vision of the future where we can become a victim to extra-terrestrials which can lead 

us to a dystopian future. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

The Mythical Twist in Indian Speculative Fiction 

Indian Science Fiction should not be called a new genre. It has moved substantially 

from its nascent stage and evolved into a hybrid form that is only reminiscent of the traditional 

tropes. Science fiction written in the 20th century follows a pedagogical pattern which aims to 

introduce science to a new generation. However, the contemporary works which categorise 

themselves as Indian SF expunge the dominant styles of narration in SF in order to create a 

chimera of a unique nature into a literary form that is extraordinary. This paper is an attempt 

to break down the form and content of SF in India as a way of understanding the employment 

of science fictionality for an Indian readership. The paper uses the central idea of myth and 

researches its myriad manifestations in Indian SF with the help of select SF works from Jayant 

V Narlikar, Mainak Dhar, and a few other contemporary writers. The paper is titled “The 

Mythical Twist in Indian Speculative Fiction”. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Space Adventures in French Literature 

         The world recognizes that the milestones like successful landing of man on the moon 

opened up a new era of human exploration of the universe and attributes their success to the 

passionate efforts of scientists.  However, we must acknowledge that space exploration has 

always been a fascinating subject, not only for scientists, but for writers as well, even before 

technological advancements made these achievements possible. 

Science fiction has for centuries preceded science.  In fact, science fiction writers have 

helped to foresee scientific discoveries.  Science fiction writers allow their minds to wander 

without limits.  They have a fascination for the unknown – a curiosity to find out what lies 

beyond what the human senses perceive.  Space is one such domain.  It is a mysterious frontier 

full of opportunities that are beckoning to be explored.  This stimulates the imagination and 

arouses a sense of curiosity and adventure. 

This paper studies two French science fiction literary works.  Micromegas is a short 

novel written in 1752 by the French philosopher and writer Voltaire.  The story is about a giant 

named Micromegas, an inhabitant of a planet that orbits the star Sirius, and his dwarf 

companion from the planet Saturn.  The tale describes his space journey and his visit to Earth, 

even before the term “astronaut” is coined. This paper studies the space adventures of 

Micromegas and Tin Tin.  It also analyses what inspired the authors to write these works, and 

the importance and relevance of these writings in today’s context. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Game of Thrones: Science Fiction a Historical Fantasy 

The aim of the present research paper to sheds light on science fiction in ‘Game of 

Thrones’, a TV series based on George R. R. Martin’s novels like, among others, “A Song of 

Ice and Fire”, with particular focus on the transformation of Ser Gregor Clegane, the Mountain, 

from a heartless mad knight to a cold merciless unstoppable killing machine after the scientific 

intervention of Qyburn, the Unchained “Maester” who was expelled from the Citadel due to 

his bold scientific experiments. The Mountain is played by almost three actors over the course 

of the series. In the last episode of Season, the Mountain was deadly injured after the bloody 

fighting scene with prince Oberyn Martell, but in Season. He was revived and drastically 

transformed into a horrible giant by some scientific experiments. The Mountain embodies the 

symbol of brutality and violence. Through the Mountain, George R. R. Martin shows us how 

science sometimes makes things even worse. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Science Fiction in Education on Future Generations 

This manuscript reports on findings from the implementation of the EU project 

“Science Fiction in Education” (SciFiEd). The project provides teachers with tools, training, 

and guidance that will assist them in enhancing their teaching, making science more attractive 

to students, connecting it with real-life issues such as the environment, and providing girls and 

other marginalized groups with access to science resources, material, and learning 

opportunities. The central project idea is to achieve this by incorporating Science Fiction in 

science teaching. The aim of this paper is to present the framework and the lessons learned 

from designing and implementing the project. This Research paper focus on the following 

topics:(1) Theoretical and empirical underpinnings of Science Fiction narratives 

in education: the importance of narratives in education, their benefits and challenges; (2) 

Interdisciplinary teaching and learning: the interdisciplinary approach, its benefits 

and challenges; (3). Practical guidelines and innovative teaching ideas: introducing Science 

Fiction in Education; and (4). Discuss briefly lesson learned from implementation of the project 

in classrooms in five countries. The source of collecting data for this study includes both 

primary and secondary sources of data. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Science Fiction and Scope for Future Technology 

Science Fiction is a fiction based on imagined future scientific or technological 

advances. The human advancement is the result of science fiction development in past.  The 

invention of Wright brothers - the Wright Flyer, world’s first successful motor-operated 

airplane, faced a lot of skepticism and disbelief, considering them crazy. Today we have rockets 

that can travel to the moon and back; we have satellites orbiting earth, and apace stations. The 

impossible is now a reality. In future, space study will revel, planets and galaxies where human 

beings can find a new home for their existence when the earth is dying. We can never tell 

whether time travel can be possible one day. Wormholes might exist based on quantum 

mechanics theory whereby with the idea of warped space time, people can travel the shortest 

distance from one part of the galaxy to another or beyond.  Also, in the field of medical science, 

new vaccines for countering not just complex life-threatening coronaviruses but the simple 

coronavirus that cause the common cold can be found, cures for autoimmune diseases like SLE 

could be discovered, disease and degeneration of life can be halted, through use of clones, 

damaged body arts can be replaced; the possibilities are endless. The internet will offer 

unparalleled freedom of information and expression and mobile devices will liberate us from 

our desks and give us the freedom to travel the world. Globally, there are many science fiction 

writers such as Tade Thompson, Mary Robinette Kowal, Christopher Brown, Lui Cixin Laura 

Lam. and John Huntington. The paper explores the inventions of the past which people once 

thought impossible and also delves into the realm of future technologies and possibilities. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

What Is Humanity: A Study of Early Novels Based 

on Science Fiction and Genetic Engineering. 

 

Humans have been evolving themselves from the beginning. Evolution is natural 

process, and it’s still continuous. With the help of science this process gets faster. By changing 

DNA or by using   genetic engineering human wants to be perfect, be like God. The concept 

of perfect human or Superhuman found in myths, legends even pop culture. The aim of the 

study is to explore the question of humanity by using the reference of SF novel. Stevenson’s 

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and Wells the Island of Dr. Moreau (1896) dealing with same problem. 

Dr. Jekyll transferred himself in creature by using medicine and Dr. Moreau experiment and 

created lizard like people on his island. The question arise what is human and humanity? What 

is identity of those creatures? If the human means social structure or possessing sense of 

feelings like love, hearted, hunger for power, maturity, and identity or they are just evolved 

from apes. Then what is identity of those creatures. They do same as us even revolt against it. 

Society does not accept them, they are victims, and they are not created by nature. They are 

artificial in our artificial society in which we created our own rule, moralities, ritual, concept 

of beauty etc. If they stand with us, humans not accepts them or in front of us still not. The 

object of paper is regenerating the concept of humanity. The aim of paper is how creatures 

became object of fear and hatred and explore the angles of humanity.  
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Simulated World of Trauma: Encountering Violence in Tarun K. Saint’s Short Story 

“A Visit to Partition World” 

Partition, the cataclysmic historical event of twentieth century that ruptured the Indian  

subcontinent into a never-ending narrative of fractured identities, divided national and private 

identities, and segregated spaces is not an event of the past. But, this horrific intervention at 

the cusp of the postcolonial modernity of the new nation-states transformed our sense of 

comprehending the social and political reality forever. Partition narratives, like the Holocaust 

narratives, act as testimony to the brutality and the bestiality that marked the postcolonial 

moment of the Indian subcontinent. In their variegated ways, the Partition narratives disrupt 

the foundational history of our nation that reads 1947 as the new dawn of India. Partaking of 

the long tradition of literary narratives on Partition, this paper explores the modern, 

understanding of this historical disjuncture in Tarun K. Saint’s short story “A Visit to Partition 

World” (2018). This short story seeks to understand this horrific and tragic past through its re-

envisioning of this historical moment in a simulated world not so very different from an 

experience of Disneyland. The paper shall explore how in this modern imaginary where 

Partition is accessed via a literary translation of Bhisham Sahni’s Tamas (1973) in a hyper-real 

world is an encounter with the ‘weird,’ the strange. From an “oscillation of indirect and direct 

referencing of historical violence” (Jeanette Baxter 380), this short story throws up questions 

on ethicality of one’s actions, the inflection of memory with science fictional mode and a 

history that is not linear or progressive. This science fiction story revises our understanding of 

this historical moment while also, commenting on Partition’s never-ending narrative in the 

diachronic understanding of our national identity 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Fictions of Literature and Languages 

In spite of its newness, it should be remembered that the novel has its roots in traditional 

forms of literature, the epic, the lyric and tragedy. Historians have created confusion since they 

seem to assume that “the words of fiction and novel are synonymous and interchangeable. At 

the heart of the confusion is the fact that story is common to both. The “Panchatantra” written 

by the great scholar, an inspiring teacher has not only been enormously popular as an 

entertaining and Instructive work of fiction; it has also had a great influence on world literature 

as no other work of an Indian literature had. Arthur Macdonel points to its extraordinary 

influence on the narrative works of the whole middle ages in Europe and to the enrichment it 

brought into literature of those languages in which versions of the work are made. Because of 

its great antiquity of its existence migrations, traces of its influence might be detected in works 

of literature and are widely separated in time and space as Arabian Nights, The Tests 

Remanoram, Boccaccio’s Decameron and Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Walter Allen points out 

that fiction written before 1670 in England is in some sense an ancestor of the novel. A novelist 

is a creative artist, and he uses ‘an imitation of man on earth’ to communicate to his readers his 

vision of life. Elements of Fiction: The plot, Characters, Dialogue, Time and place of action, 

Style, The novelist&’s interpretation or philosophy of life. Types of fiction: The Short Story, 

The Picaresque novel, The Historical novel, Allegorical novel, Problem novels, The 

psychological novel, Science Fiction. Science fiction has become extremely popular in this 

Century. But describing science fiction as literature “will cause many people to hold up their 

hands in dismay”. Because the horror comics and the pulp magazines have come to stay and one 

wonders if science fiction can free from its disreputable past associations There are two types: 

a) Those works which are scientifically inaccurate b) Those works which are accurate or they 

can be made in the light of our present knowledge, though a good deal of license must be 

necessarily allowed. Good science fiction is literature which informs an exhilarates the reader. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

The Mutant Metaphor: Smashing Stereotypes or Surrendering to Standards 

With the world facing the unprecedented pandemic, every warning issued in and/or by Science 

Fiction (SF) seems to have materialized. SF is an oxymoron; a coalescence of that which is 

possible and that which is not likely to be absolutely impossible. Through its “dynamic creative 

transformation” SF can be seen as “not only a reflection of reality but also on reality”. SF 

deliver narratives, which revolve around the notion, challenging the established conventions of 

the society by imagining alternative possibilities. One such attempt is made by the creators of 

X-Men, an SF movie series based genetic mutation. The paper aims to study how X-Men, if at 

all does, challenge presumptions about the “Others” in order to investigate SF’s potential of 

imagining alternative possibilities. It must be noted that the creators of the series have made 

implicit commentary on ideologies of intolerance, essentialism and elitism. Hence, the idea of 

mutants as a metaphor for minorities which has been widely accepted and discussed. It is only 

a few years back; the authenticity and credibility of the mutant metaphor began to be questioned 

by scholars from different disciplines as well as amidst the fan culture. The paper endeavors to 

scrutinize the mutant metaphor, in particular and a general enquiry will be made to examine 

how SF engages with the notion of theorization vis-à-vis mutants. 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Dystopian City: An Exploration of the Futuristic Chicago in Divergent Trilogy 

Some movies have an intricate connection with places; these places play a great role in 

shaping the lives of individuals both in real life and movies. Batman movies are not complete 

without Gotham city and Superman shares a symbiotic connection with Smallville. Cities are 

important because they influence every important aspect of a society like culture, education, 

religion, economy and politics. Some of the movies even have place names as their titles. 

Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit and Munich are good examples. Many of the films revolve 

around the cities because the city has proved to be a rich and diverse cinematic setting and 

subject. Cities were explored through different perspectives in movies. Early cinema recorded 

scenes of urban life in actuality, melodrama and City Symphonies. Gangster films, German 

expressionism, and Film Noir rendered an urban underworld; the musical and romantic comedy 

produced a more utopian view of the city; and art cinema rendered the everyday reality of urban 

life. Recent films imagine dystopic post-urban settings and, alternately, megacities populated 

by superheroes. Some movies have the setting of an actual city and some others are set in 

fictional cities. Also, many of the movies are set in futuristic cities. For example, Ridley Scott’s 

Blade Runner is set in the dystopian steel and microchip jungle of a future Los Angeles of 

humanoids and complex languages, Neill Blomkamp’s Elysium suggests a societal split 

between the disenfranchised workers of a hellish Los Angeles contrasted with the privileged 

upper classes of a utopian suburban environment living in the ultimate gated community: a 

satellite circulating earth. This paper tries to explore the futuristic Chicago which is the main 

setting of the young adult dystopian movie trilogy Divergent. This movie series is based on 

Veronica Roth’s novel trilogy of the same name. 
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मेरी बिज्ञान गल्प ‘भय बिनु होई न प्रीबि’ के मलू में मखु्यिः Panspermia का बिद्ाांि ह।ै इि पररकल्पना के अनुिार जीिन के "िीज" िांपूर्ण 

ब्रह्ाांड में उपबथिि हैं और अांिररक्ष में प्रिाररि बकय ेजा िकिे हैं। कुछ बिचारक पथृ्िी पर जीिन की उत्पबि भी इन "िीजों" के माध्यम िे होन ेकी 

राय रखिे रह ेहैं। यूूँ िो इि िांिांध में बिबभन्न अिधारर्ाओां में एक महत्िपूर्ण योगदान 1973 में नोिेल बिजेिा प्रोफेिर फ्ाांबिि बिक का िा बजन्होंने 

बब्रबिश रिायनज्ञ लेथली ऑगेल के िाि बनदेबशि पैन्िपबमणया के बिद्ाांि का प्रथिाि रखा। इिके अनुिार एक उन्नि अलौबकक िभ्यिा द्वारा अन्य 

ग्रहों के बलए या मानि द्वारा पृथ्िी िे अन्य ग्रहों के बलए जीिन के िीज का िुबनयोबजि प्रिार िांभि ह।ै  

हॉयल  और चांद्र बििमबिांघे ने िर्ण 1918 की फ्लू महामारी के बलए अिधारर्ा प्रथिुि की बक लगभग िािणभौबमक इि महामारी के िायरि 

धमूकेि ुकर्ों िे पथृ्िी पर आए। बििमबिांघे और उनके दो िहयोबगयों ने पररकल्पना की िी बक गांभीर िीव्र श्विन बिांड्रोम (SARS) का कारर् 

िनने िाले िायरि का स्रोि भी मलूिः िाह्य ह।ै  

यद्यबप इन पररकल्पनाओां के बिरोध में भी बिबभन्न िैज्ञाबनक मि प्रथिुि बकए गए हैं, परांि ुिैज्ञाबनक जगि और Science fictions में इन 

अिधारर्ाओां का अपना एक महत्ि िो ह ैही। 

मैंन ेअपनी कहानी में कोरोना के िांदभण में इि पररकल्पना का व्यिहार बकया ह,ै बजिमें पथृ्िी, जो जैि बिबिधिा की दृबि िे ििाणबधक िमदृ् ग्रह ह,ै 

पर िहाां की एक मखु्य प्रजाबि मनुष्य ने त्राबह-त्राबह मचा रखी ह।ै यूूँ िो िे अपन ेक्षुद्र थिािों के बलए छल, बहांिा, बिश्वयुद् िक करिे ही रह ेहैं, पर 

अि उनकी खदु को ििणश्रेष्ठ िमझने की िनक अन्य िभी प्राबर्यों के बलए अबथित्ि के िांकि का कारर् िन गई ह।ै िैिे िो दशकों िे उिके द्वारा 

लादी गई िढ़िी जनिांख्या, प्रदरू्र् आबद िे पथृ्िी का थिरूप बिगड़िा जा ही रहा िा; परांि ुअि उिका लोभ, दांभ, महत्िाकाांक्षा आबद अपन ेबििा 

अन्य बकिी भी प्रजाबि को देखना ही नहीं चाहिी। ऐिे में पथृ्िी की गबिबिबधयों पर नजर रखन ेिाली बकिी अन्य गहृ की अबिबिबशि िभ्यिा इन्हें 

ििक बिखाने की योजना िनािी ह।ै 
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Authors Narrate stories of tomorrow 

Live together Die together 

This story that will be presented in the form of a play is set in the future when humans were 

behaving as one of the most powerful creatures in the world and treating other living creatures as a low 

life.  Due to increasing human cruelty, the plants decided to take some action against them by going on 

a hunger strike. Microorganisms and Animals were also fed up of humans and decided to join the plants 

in their strike. The human claimed that compared to other living beings, they were smart, strong, 

powerful, and had the ability to get anything they wished, including money, food, and make a house. 

There should be no discussion of sharing their rights with others. The negotiation between other 

creatures and humans regarding equal rights thus failed. Thus, every living being went on a hunger 

strike. But this would lead to the destruction of all the living creatures on earth. Seeing the difficult 

situation, the Earth was facing, the universe's creator intervened and decided to negotiate all living 

creatures on Earth. Hearing the Human claim of why they have a right to dominate, the creator decided 

to start a competition. The competition was to decide who is quickest in making food, building a house, 

strongest and smartest, and whoever win most of the time will rule the Earth. Everyone agrees, and the 

competition starts, but who will the winner and win the right to rule over the earth?  
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Authors Narrate Stories of tomorrow 

Wfh....You better be alert!! 

There was no place to hide, not even from oneself. The workplace ensured that nothing 

except work would be done during office time. We are not paying through our nose for you to 

do anything else, was their constant refrain. That is the reason office corridors were fitted with 

“thought sensors” and were able to catch any deviation of thoughts. We were supposed to think 

only work and nothing else. Even if we had coffee during non-tea-break, it would not taste 

good. Yes, teatime and lunch were our time, where we could slip back into our lives. No 

emotions, no thoughts, this was the company’s policy. Now that work from home is in place, 

the policies got stricter and we were controlled more. The transplant implanted is monitoring 

us all day long. A stray thought and kleeeeeek… the sensor would bleep, and our seniors would 

immediately get a notification. The farther a thought is, from the workplace, louder is the beep 

and more stringent is the warning from boss. Thinking about food? Your kids? Husband? The 

sensors will catch u!! A series of beeps alerts would set off which would resonate all over the 

office space.  
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Authors Narrate Stories of tomorrow 

A Red Trajectory 

Year 2070, planet Mars: This is a story that spins around the lives of a family of Indian 

origin: husband and wife, their twin daughters, and their humanoid robot assistant. Planet Mars 

has become the second home for Dr. Satvik Rai, his wife Dr. Sharmila Rai, their twin daughters 

Meeta and Medha and Maya – their humanoid robot assistant.  

The husband and wife are both geologists and are the key team members of an 

ambitious joint mission on the planet Mars, undertaken by the United World Scientists Team 

(UWST). The mission aims at setting up  of human settlement  on planet Mars, suitable for 

human existence in the long run. The dedicated team of scientists along with a special team of 

humanoid robots have been able to lead the mission gradually to a path of success.  

Samita and Sujita are twenty-two-year-old now and are all set to follow the footsteps 

of their illustrious parents. They are among the first batch of six graduates who have been 

trained to assist the research teams on Mars. Their graduation day happens to be an important 

date in the calendar for the Rai family – it is the day they landed on planet Mars ten years ago! 

It also happens to be the birthday of Samita and Sujita! The Rai family and   their friends have 

gathered at Rai residence to congratulate Samita and Sujita for their impressive feat. While 

Samita and Sujita are delighted with their formal induction into the research team, Dr. Satvik 

Rai and Dr. Sharmila Rai have an announcement to make about their ‘Mission on Mars’ - an 

announcement that would put the twin young ladies in a dilemma, and perhaps change the 

course of life for all five of them……  
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Authors Narrate Stories of tomorrow 

Difficult Breaths 

 

The death of someone can be a powerful motivator. In our world, and many fantasy 

ones, a death of a parent is usually the incident that propels the protagonist to become the 

“hero”. But in this age, who wants to be a hero anymore? Who wants to feel crushed by the 

responsibilities of billions of people who have no recourse, except the charity of the few? This 

story is not about morality, or politics, or even revenge. Survival becomes obsolete when your 

reasons for living are non-existent. 

This story is set in a world that is a mirror of our own, except thirty years in the future: 

a society whose fabric is in the process of unravelling, but it has not quite devolved into a 

dystopia yet. A slide into authoritarianism has been completed, and now fires burn every day. 

But something caused this crisis. What accelerated climate change? What made a country of a 

billion people bow down without protests. With the state censoring information, it is difficult 

to find out. 

  This is a story of what our world will look like after the pandemic. What atrocities we 

will face. What murders we will never hear about. And maybe, just maybe, it is about restoring 

a girl’s hope to fight. 
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Authors Narrate Stories of tomorrow 

Weird life story of the photon: From fiction to reality 

                                                                                   

Science fiction stories often depict mysterious dreams in different colours and 

shades.  However, reality has its own way - shifting from one frame to another - many times 

without getting noticed. In this article we take a walk through the legacy of photons, from 

Huygen’s waves to Einstein’s photons. This story begins by giving an outline on the attempts 

of scientists to resolve the dichotomy of whether light is a wave or particle, leading us all the 

way to the new era of photons of quantum optics. The life story of photon is rich in the 

development of ideas; it sounds like a science fiction – but the weird and counterintuitive 

features of the photon play a crucial role in the modern developments in quantum computation 

and communications. 

The quanta of light (Lichtquanten in German) or photon was conceptualized during 

1905 marking the particle nature of light return to the scene. During 1923, the wave-particle 

duality surfaced again. Louis Victor de Broglie (1892-1987) postulated that electrons, atoms, 

molecules (particles with non-zero mass, described by the new quantum theory) behave like 

waves too. Both these wave and particle features are built intrinsically in the modern quantum 

theory. Depending on the experimental set up these quanton or wavicles (photons, electrons 

…) choose to behave like a wave and or a particle. A single photon can interfere with itself in 

a Young’s double slit experiment. But trying to verify which slit the photon went through 

destroys the interference pattern (these are the so-called quantum erasure of Welcher-Weg 

experiments). In the present era it is possible to generate a source of two entangled photons -- 

distributed to two different labs -- and teleport a quantum bit from one lab to another (this is 

called quantum teleportation experiments). Our story of the photon narrates these interesting 

experiments amongst others. 
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Authors Narrate Stories of tomorrow 

AYUSHMAAN BHARAT- Vision for A Better India 

This story is a conversation between a student and his teacher about what ails India. Set 

in the present time of the Covid-19 pandemic, the dialogue opens with hospitalisation and 

health insurance, moves on to medication and vaccines and finally to the true meaning of 

research.  It explores the need to re-examine the definition of scientific research, the lacunae in 

our understanding of the human body in particular and nature in general. The dialogue ends 

with both student and teacher coming up with their vision of a truly healthy and vibrant India 

– an “Ayushmaan” Bharat in the real sense of the word. 
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Star Survival Squad 

My story is divided into 5 parts with hidden twist.  

The space research union of 5 organizations from different nations viz. NASA, ISRO, 

SPACEX, CNSA, JAXA are in search of potentially habitable exoplanet similar to earth. With 

some related searches they have found PROXIMACENTAURI B an alien planet that resembles 

Earth which is located 4.2 light years (approximately in human years its nearly 6300 years). 

The human travelling for testing the habitability on exoplanet is quite not easy at all. So ISRO 

decided to create the humanoid robots: MICHAEL JACOB, ALICE RENESRA and NASA 

SPACEX, CNSA created the technically advanced space craft which travels fastest and JAXA 

created the humanoid mini robots: ZARA and JASPER. These were created as the durable 

batteries to the two-humanoid pair by the union they were in a plan to colonize … 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

A Posthumanistic Reading of Isaac Asimov “A Boy’s Best Friend” and “Satisfaction 

Guaranteed”. 

Posthumanism simply investigates the relationship human beings have with machines 

and animals. The central question of the research is what makes human beings to get attached 

with these non-human entities and whether the relationship shared by human beings towards 

these non-human entities are reciprocated or not. Here in the stories “A Boy’s Best Friend” and 

“Satisfaction Guaranteed” one can find the emotional bondage human beings share with robots. 

The first story talks about a boy’s rapport with a robot dog and the second story talks about the 

attachment a lady shares with a humanoid. Key words: Posthumanism, Humanoid, relationship, 

attachment 
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

The role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) as a tool for dissemination of Justice - Issues and 

Challenges 

The scientific and technological advancements have bought transformation in the lives of the 

people. The advent of Artificial Intelligence (AI) an umbrella term referred to the automation 

of selected manual tasks has left an indelible impact on the lives of the individuals and is poised 

as the probable factor for future unemployment. There is distinctiveness in the application of 

AI to the discipline of Law as complete automation is not possible and not advisable. Laws are 

subjected to recurring interpretations by the Courts to suit the changes in the societal 

interactions and this makes it difficult to codify the same into machine readable format, a 

perquisite for the application of AI. The Judicial Process of deciding a case involves the 

consideration of various subjective factors and the relevance of these factors varies in each 

case. The decision-making power of the Judges cannot be relinquished or substituted with an 

automated process of generation of a decision based on a predetermined coding language. The 

concept of Assisted Intelligence (ASI) as a modified version of the AI can be applied in the 

field of Law which involves the use of Technology to aid the Judges and Advocates in 

performing various Judicial tasks and this will assist the Judges in saving the time spent on 

manual performance of tasks, leaving them with ample time to decide the case by applying the 

Legal Principles. This paper is based on the argument that limited application of AI is inevitable 

in the Judicial Process to achieve the Constitutional goal of the speedy and efficient 

dissemination of Justice. The author herein has adopted the Doctrinal Research Method for 

analysing the way in which limited application of AI as ASI can lend a helping hand to the 

Judges and Advocates in performance of Judicial Tasks.  
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Clay’s Ark as a Microbial Narrative 

The zeitgeist of the 21st century is mirrored in the Dystopian writings. Our world is 

threatened by catastrophes that are both anthropogenic and non-anthropogenic. Science Fiction 

is an apt platform to talk about dystopias that prove a challenge to the survival of humanity. 

Octavia Estelle Butler was a prominent Science Fiction writer who mastered the art of narrating 

dystopias that give the humanity a hope, a chance amidst many survival challenges. Her novel 

Clay’s Ark tells the story of an astronaut who carries an alien microorganism from Proxima 

Centauri 2 to Earth. The microbe alters him completely so as to suit its survival in Earth; his 

only ambition is to propagate the organism to as many humans as possible. And this is achieved 

at the end of the novel where the entire humanity is under threat. The aim of this paper is to 

analyse how the very core of humanity is changed by the alien microorganism raising questions 

about humans and their existence.  
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Science Fiction Varied Sub- Themes 

Breakdown of Dystopian Elements in Neon Genesis Evangelion: Analysing the 

Interaction between Sci-Fi and Psychoanalytic/Mythopoetic Elements 

Looking into the domain of visual media, the genres that have evolved over the years do not 

just reflect the changing preferences of the audience, but also bring forth content that draw 

from several theories and ideologies that are posited in the field of literary studies. Science 

fiction as a genre is immensely popular and versatile, lending itself to create stories in various 

fields starting from Hollywood to the Japanese film industry. Among the latter, the Japanese 

animation industry or anime has borrowed several motifs which have been embedded to create 

dystopian narratives. Although there are several variants of such motifs in anime, one of the 

most influential is that of the mecha genre. From Freud’s psychoanalytic stages to Lacan’s 

ideas regarding the archaic mother, these concepts have been found to deeply influence several 

science-fiction narratives. This paper explores one such series, Anno Hideaki’s Evangelion, 

specifically the series Neon Genesis Evangelion and the movie End of Evangelion. The paper 

not only close reads the entire series and movie to bring forth the ways in which the story 

subverts and contests the various stereotypes that go into constructing a mecha anime, but also 

analyses the deep-seated existential and mythopoetic undertones. By doing this, it aims to show 

that this series is something much more than robots fighting aliens and progresses the plot in a 

way which later becomes dark and morbid in its representation. This paper will be examining 

the interplay between certain elements of psychoanalysis and dystopia alongside the role of 

religion in constructing Evangelion’s narrative. Finally, the role of Evangelion in 

deconstructing the mecha genre while simultaneously building a character who subverts the 

usual progression of a typical bildungsroman will be studied. Evangelion not just predicts the 

fate of mankind in the future, but it also shows how scientific temperament which wishes to 

establish harmony among mankind to create a utopian environment can also give rise to 

something primal in human beings.  
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Philip K. Dick redefinition of (in) human in the select novel Do Androids 

Dream of Electric Sheep 

This paper entitles Philip K. Dick redefinition of (in) human in the select novel Do 

Androids Dream of Electric Sheep the problems of human battles with the era, the fall of 

society and nature fanciful technological worlds, dystopian supremacy of technology over 

people, and trying to find redemption in Philip K. Dick works. It also says approximately 

hazards of mechanization of existence and excessive-technology as a terrible development 

which leads to dystopian international. Technology is called a double-edged sword and human 

usually thinks about the useful and utopian-making fringe of it, however, Dick’s quick works 

display his fears of struggle, social failure, rising of military generation and political struggles, 

and he portrays turning of life that’s seeking out a utopia into a dystopia on the opposite fringe 

of this sword.  
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“Cyborg Srinivasa” (ಸ ೈಬಾರ್ಗ್ ಶ್ರೀನಿವಾಸ) 

ಮುುಂದುವರ ದ ತುಂತರಜ್ಾಾನದುಂದ ಮಾನವರು ಕುಂಪ್ಯೂಟರ್ ಗಳನುಾ ಇನಾಷ್ುು-ಮತತಷ್ುು ಹ ಚ್ುು- ಹ ಚ್ುು 

ಬಳಸಿಕ  ುಂಡು, ಅವುಗಳ  ುಂದಗ  ಅಕ್ಷರಶಃ ಬ ರ ತುಹ  ೀದಾಗ ಎನಾಗಬಹುದು? ಸ ೈಬಾರ್ಗ್ (Cyber+ 

Organisms) ಎುಂಬ ಹ  ಸ ಜನಾುಂಗವ ೀ ಸೃಷ್ಟುಯಾಗುತತದ !  

ಅುಂತ ಯೀ ನಮಮ ಸಿೀನಿ ಉರ್ಫ್ ಶ್ರೀನಿವಾಸ ಸ ೈಬಾರ್ಗ್ ಹ ೀಗ  ಅದ, ಅದರುಂದ ದ ೀಶಕ ೆ ಹ ೀಗ  

ಲಾಭವಾಯಿತು ಎುಂಬ ವೃತಾತುಂತ ಇದು..   

ತರುಂಗ ವಾರಪ್ತ್ರರಕ ಯ 2005ರ ಅಕ  ುೀಬರ್ 27th ಸುಂಚಿಕ ಯಲ್ಲಿ ಇದು ಪ್ರಕಟವಾಗಿದುು, ISFCon 2020 

ಗಾಗಿ ಮತತದನುಾ ಸವಲ್ಪವ ೀ ತ್ರದು ಬರ ದರುವ .    

 This story is set in current times and explores the practical possibility of human-

computer connectivity and its application in defence strategies. 

ಅವಕಾಶಕಾೆಗಿ ಧನೂವಾದಗಳು 

ಡಾ||ಶಾುಂತಲ್ 
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Ninad is frustrated by the fierce expectations of his father. Actually, everything started 

15 years back.  The central government had launched a secret biological mission in 2025 in 

which selected zygotes were injected with greatly improvised DNA. Hundreds of extremely 

talented males and females were chosen in every city for this trial and various combinations of 

embryos were made and developed in highly sophisticated laboratory. Result? A batch of 

wizard kids who are champions in every possible field, name a task and they will do it in split 

of a second. All of them are quicker than computers; all can sing like maestros; all can paint 

like Picasso. 'what a terrible world is this?' Ninad wonders often. Moreover, he is continuously 

put under pressure as he has to compete with the super kids and defeat one of them to get into 

any academic stream; that's the new government policy! 'however quick I am in understanding 

physics concepts or solving mathematical problems I cannot defeat this artificial human but 

first of all why should I complete with them at all? what am I going to prove by it? is there 

anything more to life than this cruel competition?' He is tormented by these questions. To add 

to his misery his father has broken horrible news to him that one of his twins has been preserved 

in frozen embryo straight and he will bring it to life and train if Ninad's behaviour is not 

satisfactory.' Ninad is having sleepless nights; his appetite has vanished and has lost interest in 

everything but his father is stubborn. It is no secret even to Ninad that his father, Doctor 

Mukherjee desperately wanted to be a part of "super brain synthesis "program but could not be 

due to some petty politics and so it's a matter of prestige for him now. By hook or Crook his 

son has to defeat at least one super kid. One day suddenly the house assistant humanoid "Mitra" 

tells him "the only solution for your problem is…." 

 

  

 

 


